Jude (1:5-16)
Last week we looked at the first four verses of Jude
Contend for the faith— fight for core beliefs
Ungodly people — snuck — leadership — teaching error
God’s grace makes it okay to sin
Not properly teaching who Jesus is
Vv 5-19 Describes and Condemns These Ungodly Sneaks
This is not a “feel-good” passage
Hell, fire, and damnation — dark, ugly — about sin
“All” Scripture is from the very mouth of God — preach the whole counsel
Walk through the phrased text
Vv 5-7 — Three Old Testament Parallels
{1} Generation of the Exodus
Immense privilege of seeing God work — plagues; Sea; Sinai
Did not believe, and were destroyed
Perhaps 3,000 killed after Golden Calf
Entire generation after the spies
{2} Probably the angels that followed Satan when he rebelled against God
Immense privilege — sinned — punished
{3} Can’t talk about sin without getting to Sodom and Gomorrah
Common? (1) Sin is always punished (assuming no repentance)
Even for the privileged — when sin — punished
Human tendency is to think we will be the exception — not punished
 (2) “Although you once fully knew it”
Exodus generation — Exodus 19 and the Golden Calf
Angels did not continue in faith
Jude’s church — “Although you once fully knew it”
Important to start well — more import to run/finish well
SHF
Perhaps earlier in our lives we were privileged to see God work in mighty ways — Church; ministry in our youth
“I wouldn’t be punished” — look what I have done for God!
Walk through the rest of Jude
“Relying on their dreams” — authority was not in the apostolic message (“faith”)
V 12 “shepherds who feed only themselves” (NIV) — leadership
How can we avoid following in the footsteps of J’s church?
0. Jude’s main answer is in the final verses — next week.
1. Willing to fight for the faith (v 3)
Difficult — not always bad people — good people can believe bad things
Phil 4:5 “Let your gentleness be known to all” — yet firm
2. Know the faith (v 4)
Core doctrines — especially leadership (Titus 1:9)
Shiloh Institute — Mormonism
3. It’s not so much how you start: run/finish
After 5 years — comfortable; settled; lose edge — started well — coast
Watching construction: “Please don’t let us become an ineffective church”
“Raising the next generation of believers” — 1 generation from failure
4. Be willing to call sin, “Sin.”
Language of Jude frightens me a bit — 1 Peter 1:17ff.
5. Sin will always be punished: God’s way/time
No exception — individually and corporately
Commit to being this type of church
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